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This spot was the center of life in early Arlington.

How the city is bringing it back

By Kailey Broussard
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Arlington’s historic Old Mineral Well will receive a nod in a commemorative clock tower and art installation downtown. The

original well was drilled in 1893 and became a focal point for the the young city until 1951, when the fountain was razed to

accommodate motorists. The clock tower will feature four lion sculptures by local artist Janice Hart Melito, and water will flow

from the lions’ mouths. J. W. Dunlop Photograph Collection, Special Collections, UTA Libraries
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A reminder of historic Arlington is headed downtown, between the George W.

Hawkes Downtown Library and City Hall.

The green patch between the two public buildings will become the new home of a

clock tower and fountain commemorating the old mineral well that once served as a

water source and gathering place for a once-quaint town. The tower will stand about

40 feet tall and look down West Main Street, and peek out over neighboring

buildings. Water will flow from four hand-sculpted lion heads, an homage to the

fountain atop the mineral well, and the plaza will include seating space.

“We are hoping that it will bring back the memory of the well, it would allow people

to collectively remember the well and what it meant,” said Mitali Mandlekar, park

project manager and landscape architect for the city.

While the project remains in design phase, Mandlekar said construction could begin

as early as summer.

The city selected Dallas firm Mesa Design Associates to craft the space, and local

artist Janice Hart Melito to sculpt the lions, according to city records. David

Newman, a principal associate with the design company, said the Dallas-based firm

wants to recreate the feel of the fountain down to a limestone finish.
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“This project has a lot of unique elements,” Newman said. “We’d love to participate,

to help them achieve that vision.”

The project draws $1 million from the Arlington Tomorrow Foundation, the city’s

quasi-governmental trust. Mandlekar said the city hopes the plaza will add another

tourist spot in the city’s rapidly redeveloping downtown.

The original well was drilled in 1893 at the corner of Center and Main streets, two

years after local businessman Rice Wood Collins launched a campaign to drill a

public water source for the city when it was a farming and cotton-ginning

community, according to the city Convention and Visitors Bureau. The community

built around the well over the decades. The well became a community gathering site.

Arlington women placed a concrete basin around the well for people’s horses, and

the Commercial Club — the predecessor of the Greater Arlington Chamber of

Commerce — funded the construction of two ornate fountains. One fountain took

the shape of a four-sided pyramid where water flowed through lion heads, while the

second fountain watered animals.

The well became a tourist attraction as people across the country flocked to mineral

water for its healing properties, according to the Texas State Historical Association.

The well was one of 100 mineral springs that drew thousands of visitors to Texas per

year, though it drew less people than the Baker Hotel in Mineral Wells, according to

the CVB. Arlington’s mineral water had a reputation among some residents for its

rank smell.

Part of the platform around the fountain was enclosed and transformed into a

display room for Arlington Crystals, a tourist attraction. The city razed the fountains

and capped the well in 1951 to accommodate increasing traffic.
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Kailey Broussard was a reporter covering Arlington for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram until 2021.
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NEW YEAR'S SALE 1 MONTH FOR 99¢

1/4/26, 11:09 AM Arlington TX plans plaza, tower commemorating mineral well | Fort Worth Star-Telegram

https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/arlington/article256037202.html 3/5

https://www.arlington.org/plan/blog/post/arlington-history-arlingtons-healing-waters/
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/arlington-tx
https://www.star-telegram.com/news/business/article245832400.html
https://www.star-telegram.com/profile/243188271/
https://www.star-telegram.com/profile/243188271/
https://www.star-telegram.com/profile/243188271/


Part of the McClatchy Media Network

ABOUT

About Us

Contact Us

Archives

Connect with us:

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Customer Service

Start a Subscription

Cancel a Subscription

Make a Payment

ADVERTISING

McClatchy Advertising

Place an Ad

Place a Classified Ad

Place an Ad - Celebrations

Place an Obituary

Staffing Solutions

Political | Advocacy Advertising

EXPLORE

Read Today's Edition

Mobile Apps

Newsletters

Puzzles & Games

NEW YEAR'S SALE 1 MONTH FOR 99¢

1/4/26, 11:09 AM Arlington TX plans plaza, tower commemorating mineral well | Fort Worth Star-Telegram

https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/arlington/article256037202.html 4/5

https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/star-telegram/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/contact-us#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.tkqlhce.com/click-100009302-11570746?url=http://star-telegram.newspapers.com/?xid=3014#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.facebook.com/startelegram
https://x.com/startelegram
https://www.youtube.com/user/startelegramvideo
https://www.instagram.com/startelegram/
https://www.tiktok.com/@startelegram
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/subscribe#navlink=mi_footer
https://ftworthoffers.com/st/lookup#navlink=mi_footer
https://myaccount.star-telegram.com/ftw_st/home#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/advertising-options#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/advertising-options#navlink=mi_footer
https://placeclassifieds.mcclatchy.com/classifieds/fortworth/index.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://placecelebration.mcclatchy.com/celebrations/fortworth/index.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://dfw.obituaries.com/#navlink=mi_footer
https://hiring.mcclatchy.com/recruitmentproducts#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/political-advocacy#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/e-edition/today/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/mobile#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/newsletters#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/games-puzzles#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/horoscopes/#navlink=mi_footer


Horoscopes

COPYRIGHT COMMENTING POLICY PRIVACY POLICY COOKIE PREFERENCES YOUR PRIVACY CHOICES TERMS OF SERVICE

NEW YEAR'S SALE 1 MONTH FOR 99¢

1/4/26, 11:09 AM Arlington TX plans plaza, tower commemorating mineral well | Fort Worth Star-Telegram

https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/arlington/article256037202.html 5/5

https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/horoscopes/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/copyright#navlinks=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/trust-transparency/article288136685.html/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.mcclatchy.com/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://my.datasubject.com/16A0CuTCdGtXx3A1C/22280#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/terms-of-service#navlink=mi_footer

